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WORLD-RENOWNED MUSICIAN STING AND JAZZ LEGEND WAYNE 
SHORTER ANNOUNCED AS 2017 LAUREATES OF  

THE POLAR MUSIC PRIZE 

Polar Music Prize ceremony is on 15 June in Stockholm, Sweden  
in the presence of the Swedish Royal Family 

Stockholm, Tuesday 7 February: Sting, the internationally renowned singer-songwriter 

and composer, and Wayne Shorter, the globally revered saxophonist and composer, 

have been announced today as the 2017 Polar Music Prize Laureates.  Both Sting and 

Shorter will accept their prizes from His Majesty King Carl XVI Gustaf of Sweden at a 

gala ceremony at the Stockholm Concert Hall on 15 June.  

Sting said: “I am honored to receive the Polar Music Prize and to join past recipients 

who I have long admired and respected. I still maintain a childlike curiosity about 

music, along with a sense that I constantly need to work at it. So to be recognized in 

this way is truly meaningful. I am looking forward to coming to Sweden in June for this 

special evening.”  

Wayne Shorter said:  

“I am deeply honoured to be awarded the 2017 Polar Music Prize and I’m looking 

forward to accepting it in Sweden, a country that has produced some great musicians 

and composers who have inspired the world. It’s another great adventure for me, 

during a life where I’ve always chosen the trail less travelled because it always takes 

you to more interesting discoveries." 

Marie Ledin, managing director of the Polar Music Prize, said: 

“In Sting and Wayne Shorter we have two Laureates whose music continues to move, 

enthrall and influence millions of music fans around the world.  Both are true music 

legends and embody the spirit of the Polar Music Prize.  We are delighted that Sting 

and Wayne Shorter are our 2017 Laureates and we look forward to welcoming them to 

Stockholm for the ceremony in June.” 
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The Polar Music Award Committee said this in their award citations: 

“Sting has never sat back and rested on his laurels, he has put down his anchor in 

more musical harbours than perhaps any other artist of his generation.  As a composer 

Sting has combined classical pop with virtuoso musicianship and an openness to all 

genres and sounds from around the world.  Sting is a true citizen of the world, who has 

also been indefatigable in using his position as an arena-filling artist to promote human 

rights.” 

“Wayne Shorter has aptly described his work as “drilling for wisdom”.  With his soprano 

and tenor saxophones he is an explorer.  Over the course of an extraordinary career 

he has constantly sought out untravelled paths.  Wayne Shorter has worked in epoch-

making groups such as Art Blakey’s Jazz Messengers, Miles Davis’s Second Great 

Quintet and Weather Report.” 

The Polar Music Prize, now in its 26 year, is considered the most prestigious accolade in 

music, recognising two Laureates from different music genres.  Such is the honour that 

artists feel when being awarded the prize that even Bob Dylan, the 2000 Laureate, 

attended the ceremony to received his prize from the King.  The List of Polar Music 

Prize Laureates reads like the ultimate musicians hall of fame, which is what Stig 

Anderson, its founder, intended. They include: Paul McCartney, Dizzy Gillespie, Ray 

Charles, Burt Bacharach, Joni Mitchell, Elton John, Bruce Springsteen, Stevie Wonder, 

Cecilia Bartoli, Youssou N’Dour, B.B. King, Mstislav Rostropovich and Renée Fleming.  

The Polar Talks, a day of TED-like talks takes place on 14 June in Stockholm. 

To download announcement video and photos: 
Available for downloading from www.polarmusicprize.org.  

-ends- 

For further information contact Claire Singers Consultants: 
E: karenmcnamarapr@yahoo.com  
T: 07545 377928  

PO Box 55777, SE-114 83  Stockholm, Sweden. Phone: +468 629 53 00. Fax: +468 662 50 00.  
info@polarmusicprize.org | www.polarmusicprize.org

mailto:info@polarmusicprize.org
http://www.polarmusicprize.org
http://www.polarmusicprize.org
mailto:karenmcnamarapr@yahoo.com


                                          !  
Notes to Editors: 

About The Polar Music Prize:  
The Polar Music Prize was founded by Stig “Stikkan” Anderson, the publisher, lyricist and 
manager of ABBA, to honour “significant achievements in music and/or music activity and to 
break down musical boundaries.”  

The board of the Stig Anderson Music Award Foundation includes representatives from the Stig 
Anderson family, SKAP (The Swedish Society of Songwriters, Composers and Authors) and STIM 
(The Swedish Performing Rights Society). The task of scrutinising nominations submitted and 
selecting the Laureates is undertaken by an Award Committee comprising of experienced 
members of the music industry, representatives from the Anderson family, musicians, and 
previous Laureates. Laureates each receive a specially designed trophy and cash prize of 
$110,190 (1 million Swedish Krona).  

Award Citations: 

Wayne Shorter Citation: 
The 2017 Polar Music Prize is awarded to musician and composer Wayne Shorter from Newark, 
New Jersey. For Wayne Shorter, music is a means of learning more about all aspects of life and 
the universe. He has himself aptly described his work as “drilling for wisdom”. With his soprano 
and tenor saxophones he is an explorer. Over the course of an extraordinary career, he has 
constantly sought out untravelled paths. Wayne Shorter has worked in epoch-making groups 
such as Art Blakey’s Jazz Messengers, Miles Davis’s Second Great Quintet and Weather Report. 
He has played on many key albums with Joni Mitchell. As a solo artist he has been making 
albums for six decades, and he has written a number of the most enduring compositions in the 
history of jazz. Without the musical explorations of Wayne Shorter, modern music would not 
have drilled so deep. 

Sting Citation: 
The 2017 Polar Music Prize is awarded to the singer, musician and composer Sting, real name 
Gordon Sumner, from Wallsend in Northumberland. Sting grew up in a shipyard town in 
northeastern England. As a child his thoughts and dreams roamed as far as the ships that sailed 
from his town. Internal and external travel has also characterised his music. As a member of the 
trio The Police, and later as a solo artist, Sting has never sat back and rested on his laurels; he 
has put down his anchor in more musical harbours than perhaps any other artist of his 
generation. As a composer, Sting has combined classic pop with virtuoso musicianship and an 
openness to all genres and sounds from around the world. Sting is a true citizen of the world, 
who has also been indefatigable in using his position as an arena-filling artist to promote human 
rights. 
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